The Covenant Voting Initiative (CVI)

What is the CVI?

The Covenant Voting Initiative is an effort sponsored by the DPPOA Board of Directors to modify the article in existing Drum Point Covenants involving voting requirements for updating our outdated Covenants.


Why do we need it?

Approval of the CVI will provide the Drum Point Community with a practical option to control its own destiny through its Covenant. It institutes a practical voting procedure where a majority of those actually participating in the vote—rather than a majority of all prop​erty owners—can approve the change.


What does it do?

Approval of the CVI would substitute the requirement that changes must be approved by "the owners of a majority of the subdivided lots" in Drum Point with the requirement that "A majority of property owners must return a ballot in the Covenant change initiative and at least two thirds of those owners voting approve


What doesn't it do?

The CVI does not aitrlress the change or abrogation of any of the existing cove​nants except the one article dealing with vot​ing requirements for changing existing cove​nants. It does not add any restrictions or de​lete any existing ones. It does not change the existing Covenant Road Fees.

Existing Covenant Language

That all of the above restrictions shall remain in force until Julyl, 1967, and shall then automati​cally successively renew for each ten-year period thereafter unless the owners of a majority of the subdivided lots in the said subdivision of THE DRUM POINT CORPORATION, at least six months prior to any such renewal date, agree in writing to a change in, or an abrogation of, any of the above restrictions and record such writing so amending the aforesaid covenants and restrictions among the Land Records of Calvert County, Maryland.


Proposed Covenant Language

Existing covenant conditions and restrictions shall remain in force for a period of ten years and shall automatically renew for successive ten-year terms unless changed at any time during the ten year ter in in accordance with the following:

That all of the above restrictions shall remain in force unless a majority of the own​ers of the subdivided lots cast a mail ballot on any proposed changes and at least two-thirds of said mail ballots cast are in favor of such change.

What is the practical effect of the existing covenant language?

The practical effect of the existing language is to render the Covenants virtually unchangeable since over 50% of all owners—not just those who vote—must vote to approve the initiative. Since nearly 50% of the owners of property in Drum Point do not reside here, it is not surprising that they either have no interest in improving the Community and do not vote (which actually constitutes a "No" vote) —or are content with the status quo and vote against any change.

For example:

Assuming there are 1350 property owners, if 675 vote for approval and 675 do not return a ballots, the ini​tiative is not approved


What is the practical effect of the proposed covenant changes?

Approval for changes will require the voting participation of a simple majority of property owners, 2/3 of which must vote to approve the change

The Community can change its Covenants at any time - instead of only every 10 years.

Voting for changes to the Covenants will be by mail ballot.

For example:

Assuming there are 1350 property owners, 676 must vote and 453 of those must vote for approval of the changes.

Drum Point Covenant Voting Initiative Frequently Asked Questions

The Covenants have been the same for nearly half a century, and Drum Point is still prospering. Why do we need to change them now?

CVI only addresses changes in the voting procedures to change or abrogate individ​ual articles. The property owners may decide in the future if other articles need changing. Under the present circumstances, the Covenants are largely useless as an option to con​trol our own destiny. We are subject to the whims and political maneuvers of the County in terms of their support of our Special Tax District and Zoning Laws development and enforcement. A realistic method of changing our Covenants would provide us an inde​pendent and responsive regulatory mechanism that would allow the property owners to directly adapt our Community to the demands of the Twenty First century.


Drum Point covenant voting initiative (cvl)
Information Brochure

Current DPPOA Covenants

13.
That all of the above restrictions shall remain in force until July 1, 1967, and shall then automatically successively renew for each ten year period thereafter unless the owners of a majority of the subdivided lots in said subdivision of THE DRUM POINT CORPORATION, at least six months prior to any such renewal date, agree in writing to a change in, or abrogation of, any of the above restrictions and record such writing so amending the aforesaid covenants and restrictions among the Land Records of Calvert County, Maryland.

Proposed Amendment

13.
That all of the above covenants, conditions and restrictions shall remain in force for a term of ten (10) years, and shall be automatically renewed for successive ten (10) year terms, unless amended, changed or abrogated at any time during the ten (10) year terms in accordance with the following requirements:

Why is your vote important?

Your vote is important because it is your way to have your voice heard on an impor​tant issue for the community and provides the Board with an accurate sense of com​munity needs and desires. A non-returned ballot amounts to a No vote.

What impact will this change have on property taxes?

This change will have no direct impact on any of your property taxes—including those of the State, County, or the Special Tax District. Depending on future initiatives by the property owners concerning the Covenant Road Fees, it could have some impact on reducing or eliminating the Spe​cial Tax District.


To what properties would this change apply?

This initiative applies to all those properties listed as part of the Drum Point Subdivision in the Maryland De​partment of Assessments and Taxation database.

How will this change affect DPPOA Charter, Bylaws and operations of the DPPOA Board of Directors?

This change would have no affect on the other controlling documents of the Community. The Covenants are tied to the individual deeds of the properties and independent of the DPPOA Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation. The change will not affect the operations or duties of the Board of Directors.

(A) 
An amendment or change to, or abrogation of, any of the above covenants, conditions, and restrictions may be made, provided that (1) a majority of the owners of the subdivided lots in the DRUM POINT subdivision cast a signed written mail ballot on any such proposed amendment, change, or abrogation, and (2) at least two-thirds (2/3) of said signed written mail ballots cast are cast affirmatively in favor of such proposal, except that no amendment or change to, or abrogation of, the above covenants, conditions and restrictions which would (1) eliminate the annual per lot covenant fee; or (2) alter the voting provisions set forth in this paragraph 13. or (3) abrogate the provisions contained in paragraph 14. below; or, (4) abrogate all of the above covenants, conditions, and restrictions in their entirety, shall be made unless a majority of the owners of the subdivided lots in the DRUM POINT subdivision cast a signed written mail ballot affirmatively in favor of such proposal.

(B) Any written amendment, change, and/or abrogation of the above covenants, conditions and/or restrictions shall (1) be recorded in the Land Records of Calved County, Maryland; (2) take effect upon the date of recordation; (3) be signed by the President of the corporation on behalf of the lot owners and (4) contain an affidavit certifying that the requisite number of lot owners have approved the amendment, change and/or abrogation.
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